
MINUTES OF THE 6th JPSFA COMMITTEE MEETING FOR 2014
DATE:
10/9/2014
TIME:
2.30 pm

VENUE:
JPSFA Office, Taman Johor Jaya

Present:




Mr. Michael Cheah

-
President


Ms. Stephanie Lim

-
Secretary



Mr. Douglas Choo

-
Treasurer

                        Mr. William Chan

-
Committee Member



Mr. Daniel How

-
Committee Member


Ms.Yip See Wan

-
Committee Member

Ms. Nancy Kwan

-
Committee Member


Mr. Gilbert Hee

-
Committee Member



Mr. Alan Hwang

-
Committee Member



En. Amirul


-
Committee Member



Mr. Elgy Ng


- 
Auditor


Mr. James Paul

-
Auditor

Absent with apologies:



Mr. Jagantheran

-
Vice-President



Ms. Hamidah Wagey

-
Committee Member

The President welcomed the committee members and was happy with the turnout. He said that the meeting was important as the details of our participation in the ALTS 2014 need to be finalized.
The minutes were proposed passed by Mr. William Chan and seconded by En. Amirul.
	
	Issues
	          Action
	     Action By

	1.0

1.1
1.2

2.0

3.0

4.0
5.0
5.1

	Previous Matters: 
GST:

Several of the committee members attended the 1 day seminar organized by SME Corp. During the seminar, questions on GST relating to shipping & forwarding were raised but were not clearly answered as the seminar was more focused for the SMEs at large. JPSFA has written and spoken to the En. Hj Azmi, who is in charge of the GST team in Johor Bahru, about having a session for our members specifically on the logistics sector. He said that it is possible if the Association can bear the cost and we are waiting for his confirmation on the date available.

Meanwhile, Kastam PG was having a registration drive on 2 & 3 Sept and noted that any registration after the dateline of 1/4/2015 will be penalized. Mr. Michael said that the direction was for people to register and our members should ensure they register as soon as possible. 
Mr. Michael said that JPSFA could consider engaging a consultant for GST to help members with their concerns and uncertainties. However, this may be costly especially if it’s a reputable firm. Shall write to Ernst & Young to find out their charges and table this again at the end of the year.
JPSFA Games 2014:
Tentatively, the badminton competition is scheduled for 1/11/2014 while the bowling will be on 2/11/2014. The costing should be finalized by the next committee meeting.

ALTS 2014:

A budget of RM11,000 will be allocated for this event which is intended to propel the Association toward national recognition. The 8-minute long corporate video aims to bring awareness to the logistics industry of JPSFA’s presence in Johor.
It was agreed by the committee that, RM60.00 will be paid to the committee in attendance calculated per 24 hours. Petrol allowance is RM300 per car. A letter will be issue to the committee members requesting for their presence in this event.

President’s Report:
It was a busy month and there were many meetings and talks held as reported below:

1) 18/8 – Meeting with JCT. Thus was held to resolve the long delays in laden container pick up at the terminal. JCT informed us that there was an unexpected increase in imports right after the Hari Raya break amounting to 25% of the normal volume. We discussed ways to resolve this including obtaining a waiver applicable for our members only for EMC and storage charges which was agreed by JCT. A further and broader discussion to include other parties such as LPJ, JOFFA, SAM, FMM, JCDA and AMH was suggested to be held on the 25th August 2014
 

2) 20/8 –PTP GST Talk – It was a general introduction of GST by Ernst & Young, PTP’s appointed consultants on GST and application of GST in relation to terminal activities. 
 

3) 25/8 – Meeting with JCT, LPJ, JOFFA, AMH. SAM, JCDA and FMM to discuss on ways to reduce the ongoing congestion at the terminal. It was noted that pick-ups of import containers after 11.00pm until 8.00am the following day including weekends was low. JCT agreed to offer a discount on EMC and storage charge to everyone if they can pick up their import containers during this low season period. A letter to explain the congestion is to be drafted to the industry by LPJ.
4) 26/8 – Mesyuarat Panel Perunding Peringkat Kastam-Swasta was held after being postponed a few times. There was nothing much to be raised by the others except ourselves regarding the public sector weekend which affected the private sector. In addition, due to the different working times between the private and public sector, the customs dept in Pasir Gudang could not allocate personnel in the import bay. They placed an import officer at the export bay on Saturdays but he could not authorize the documents release. The customs Director, Dato’ Ramli has directed the new head of Customs Pasir Gudang to look into this matter.
 

5) 27/8 – Matrade Networking Dinner. It is their recognition of JPSFA as we have been invited twice, once in Muar last year and this year.
 
6) 28/8 – Matrade Exporters Forum 2014. This was a forum that was held for SMEs who were encouraged to align with Matrade and tap on the various incentives and grants that were available. The function was officiated by the Menteri Besar of Johor.
 

7) 3/9 – uCustoms Talk was held in our association premise and was well attended by more than 50 participants from our members. This new system shall replace the current system by January 2016. They shall be conducting more seminars on uCustom after the start up of the GST implementation.
Treasurer’s Report:
The balances as at 31st August 2014 stands at:

Cash in Bank: RM52,950.60
Fixed Deposit: RM243,294.35

We can expect a few new members this month. Some applications have been submitted without payment. Mr. Michael added that with the vision of having a ‘professional’ manager for the Association in the future, it is important for us to double our membership base for this to materialize.
JPSFA’s STC:
Mr. Niam from TGC Asia Sdn Bhd gave a presentation of his company’s insurance package to the committee in comparison to the existing one in our STC. If his product/proposal is proven more superior, we will get him to present to our membership and amend the STC accordingly should the members agree.
Other Matters:
Depot Operations: 
En. Amirul, who has recently been elected the President of JCDA informed the committee that the depots have been requested by the hauliers to operate 24 hours. There will be changes in the operating hours come November 2014 and DGC is expected to increase in tandem with this initiative to upgrade their services. 
SKAK & Renewal of Licenses:

From this year, Kastam has been stringent in the renewal of shipping & forwarding licenses. Applications are sent to various departments for checks and approval before submission to the board for discussion and agreement to extend the licenses.
In addition, some members are finding it problematic in appointing forwarding agents under the SKAK, which has a limitation of 3 at a time. At the moment Kawalan Agen Kastam is giving some lee-way i.e. to get approval from the Timbalan Pengarah on case to case basis. Ms. Stephanie said that it is necessary for the main committee to meet with the new Timbalan replacing Tuan Yew soon.
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With no other matters arising, the meeting was adjourned at 5.30 pm. The next Committee Meeting shall be on 15/10/2014 
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