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En. Rosnan welcomed and congratulated the committee on their appointments. He said that it was an honour that JPSFA was willing to come to meet with them; given that they are very isolated from the business people. He also mentioned that the Maritime industry is moving fast with many projects in PTP involving ‘ship to ship’ and ‘bunkering’ activities of which some of our members are active. Although they do not go on ships anymore to do enforcement, MMEA is still using the department’s Maritime Laws for adherence. His department’s scope is towards doing surveys, port procedures, bunker vessel detention, ships reporting and submission etc.

Our President then expressed the Association’s thanks to JLWS for consenting to meet; making it somewhat of an annual affair, paving the way to know each other better and to resolve issues. Given the fast economic development, the Marine Dept is vital and we constantly need to keep in touch. He added that our membership base is diversified and we intend to assist the Marine Dept to disseminate information via our website and distribution to our members. He then proceeded with a short presentation on JPSFA.

The following issues were then discussed:

Payment By Cheque

Mr. Ngan highlighted an issue whereby; a user maintaining a BG issued by RHB made a payment to the department by cheque from another bank was rejected.  En. Rosnan noted that in principle, the Government requires the BG as a form of security. As far as payment is concerned, agents can issue cheques from any other banks apart from personal cheques. Hence, there should not be any problems and they will investigate the issue.

E-Pens:

The notification of 48 hours is based on the ISPS requirement related to the MSO, which  

falls under the jurisdiction of the Marine Department. LPJ has been given the authority 

to enforce this ruling and to execute the requirements. They are also empowered to allow

for some form of ‘flexibility’ provided that all documents are in order and are trying to 

develop an on-line application for this purpose. En. Rosnan advised that, each port 

has a designated officer and in this case, En. Damon of LPJ has been appointed for both 

ports.

En. Rosnan reiterated that the 48 hours is the international standard procedure; but should

The voyage itself be less than 48 hours, these notifications will then be accepted on a

‘case to case’ basis normally subject to last port declared by vessel..
Hot Work Permits Application:

Currently this can only be done during office hours; posing delays and additional costs should the vessel come in on a Saturday or Sunday and ‘hot work’ is required. The authorized officers are not available to do the approving. As more vessels are expected to come in, the demand for hot works will surely increase and JPSFA hopes that something can be done to resolve this issue.

According to En. Rosnan, under the MSO law, any activities in the port must have the approval from the Director of Marine and approvals are issued before the week ends. This applications have since March 2011 been de-centralised to the various ports. The frequencies and needs of such application on weekends will need to be looked into. There are also other laws to be followed as other departments are also involved when it comes to ‘hot works’ approval. However, the department will look into this issue.

VCS in PTP :
Recently the Marine Department requires all shipping agents to report vessel arrival in the port VCS system as ‘notify’ instead of previously accepting as ‘submit’. This has caused some inconvenience to our members, as there is only one computer available at the kiosk and in the case when said computer is downed. Also, the additional step will need the agent to enter the system twice.

En Rosnan, explained that there are several cases encountered where reporting as ‘submit’ were done but in actual fact the vessel did not enter Malaysian waters. As such, in order to curb such incident, it is better to ‘notify’ the Department for any vessel arrival first and ‘submit’ upon actual arrival of the vessel at anchorage. 

Bunker permit:

Recently a ‘Taklimat’ was presented in Marine Department PTP by Hj. Ahmad Khairuddin of the Marine Department Port Klang that all new bunker permit applications need port state inspection on the vessel prior submission. A clarification from Hj. Ahmad Khairuddin stating that port state inspection of vessel can be carried out much earlier and request for such inspection to be done through Marine Department PTP. All port state inspection can be directed to En Majid of the Marine Department PTP. En. Rosnan mentioned  that any port state inspection will be valid for 6 months.

With no further matters arising, both parties extended their thanks and agreed to work together to resolve the issues at hand. 

